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From Work of Art to Grotto Sites

— The Impact of the 1913—1914 Longmen Grottoes Incident to
China’s Cultural Heritage Conservation
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Abstract: Western archaeological expeditions in China at the beginning of the 20th century
have shed light on the Chinese Buddhist cave temples as “long—lost treasure” . The rich array
of ancient rock carved Buddhist statues satisfied the pursuing of Chinese plastic art that
sinologists and western collectors have long sought. The rising reputation of Chinese Buddhist
statues, however, has triggered a large—scale Buddha head trafficking and destruction of
cave temples. In 1913, the great success of the Asian Buddhist Art Exhibition at the Cernuschi

Museum in Paris inspired great interests in western collectors in Chinese ancient sculptures,
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and became a turning point in the writing of Chinese art history. This essay examines the

1913—1914 Longmen Grottoes Incident, revealing how western gaze has changed, shaped and

destroyed art object. The “rock—carved Buddhist statue as work of art” , on one hand, boosted

the international art market and museum collections; on the other, the plunder and violence

that took place in Longmen taught a lesson to the Chinese government to reconsider preserving

cave temples as monument. Religious icons were transformed gradually into art object, and

laws and regulations were formulated to preserve monuments such as the cave temples.

Keywords: preservation and destruction of grottoes;Fredrick McCormick;Longmen

Grottoes; Buddhist statue;cultural heritage conservation ideals
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NOTES & COMMENT:!

TERRORISM #

We wish neither to exaggerate nor
to minimize the importance of the
article
headed “Rebel Refugees” which we|
alternative |}

situation revealed in the
print  to-day. Either
may be thought to preseat equal
dangers. That the
the Municipal Council last July
ifitervene on their behalf have
subjected to unpleasantness

the present is a time when scares ars|

all too ensily credited, with propor-
. We not>
the facts, therefore, as far as they
can be obtained, with this certainty
that the suspicions recorded are not
wholly groundless, as evidenced by

Tatest discovery of the police.

tionately harmful result

the

But whether it be a case of

sense of immunity and will yield to
When the Con-

the same treatment.
sular Body

their plotting will not
ed, that it

Shanghai_will have
from conspiracy. The
for drastic action.

CHINA'S MON'UMENTS.

we would return fo
of the
protection of China’s ancient monu-

the charge on the subject

ments.Although the number

those who can speak o this ques-
archeological
knowledge is small, the interest of
h Mr. McCormick

tion . with _expert

the cause whicl

advances should aj to_every

foreign resident in China.  That, it

may eynically be said, is enough to

damn it in che exes of every Chinese.
has been done, and

vandalism. The result was not, pe
haps, _ altogether

directioh. More important still i

the large number of
Chinese whom. as a recent report.

3

FAE190 7L Wi BLHT I,
A1 AT

(73

members of the
Chapei community who appealed to|

from
those against whom such interven-

o’ T
bability that they have been serious.| T [NTERVIEW [N VIE:

ly threatened. On the other hand,

will be very much the
worse for them if they persist in ev1
couy

e time is ripe

of
a_few

cd the beasts at the Ming
nking, to be enclosed in
rlllll\k( $08s to guard them against

artistically for-
tanate but it was o siep n the right

infnential

BALKANS WEARY
OF WAR.

DEFEAT OF THE ALBANIANS.
Belgrade, Oct. 5

The Albanians have been defeated

at Prizrend and are being pursued
in the direction of the frontier.
) ;

has rec
declared his convietion  that there
will be no furlher conflicts in the
Balkans as they are all too weary
to begin fresh complications.—
Reuter.

Berlin, Oct.

Pasics has expressed much

satisfaction at the manner of his,
reception by Count
Austro- Hungarian,

Berchtold, the

Minister of
is thought that
diseussions will
rosult in & more intimate economic
| understanding between Bosnia. and
Servia as well as the bailding of a|

4l new railvay.

Papers express much.
oo

ERMAN _ MILITARY
l\STRU(‘T[O‘!
The generalissimo of the Turkish

army has published
eomnexion with the signin

o
ith Bulgaria that t

izt ot e Toskhh weasy

had  surpassed all hopes.

fall of personal
1 to the Fatherland
and in the near future will regain|™
more than it lost.
Another German m;
will arrive at Constantinople in the|
near future to mrgume the Tur-
kish army. A Pru:
General will b st the hesd and il
have ample powers.
The Porte declines to _entertain
1| General Savoft's proposals for an
alliance becween Turkey and  Bul-
garia as long as there is any pros-
pect of coming to an

4 Shenx Lo-ting, o Mong«lun Sena-

ELECTION
YUAN,

OF

IVE BALLOTS.

RIVAL NAMES.

RECOGNITION BY POWERS.

From Our Own Correspondent.
Peking, Oct.
Yuan Shib-kai bas been elected
President by 307 votes
The Vice-President General Li
Yuan-hung received 179,

EARLIER IN THE DAY.

The result of the first ballot in
the voting for the Presidency was
as folows.

iao
Feng, o th:.ng

Yuan
The following alko Eo
as follows

ng Kun,
Tu:m G, 1
“'.’mg ‘hngchm , 13 Wen Jen-wen,

Lun Obikuang, 1;
Chu_Jui-wei, 15

Kung

tor, 3; Tsen -hsu:
Thejreanly riplog

Wa Ting fang
Sun Yat-sen
The remainder of e votes were
distributed among a few of the fore-
going names.

ATTENDANCE.
Peking, Oct. 6.

4 68 oclock this. mesaing the

i ot President began, the

weather being favourable and the

A FULL

THE PLAGUE AT
WENCHOW.

AN APPALLING REPORT.

A DREADFUL DEATHROLL
The Harbour Notification which
appeared in our advertisement co-
lumns, rather more than a week ago,
pointing out that Wenchow was 4,
plaguc-infected port, is more than
substantiated by the reports  that
ave come to hand in the last day
or two from officers of vessels plying
botween Shanghai and  Wenchow.
The city of Wenchow is described as
desolate, the inhabitants fleing  in
every direction. The scourge s re-
poried (o be carrying off more than
peoplo & day, and in the last
i days a rough computation puts
the number of deaths
 Tocal medical nthorities aro
making splendid efforts to _combat
he disease, and no one is allowed to
o port by steamer without
first of all undergoing a thorough
examinati e officers and crews
of vessels discharging their cargo at
Wenchow are strictly oxhorted not to
land,

Since Thursdav last, the infection "
is said to have increased, and_the
recent rains in that neighbourhood
have militated against the prosecu-
tion of preventative measures. For
more than a decade Wenchow h
been frce of plague, the authorities
only ntly as two vears ago
bcmg commended for the  precau-
tions adopted.

No explanation is fortheoming
with regard to the present ontbreak,
but it is learned on good authority
that since the beginning of hostili-
tiesin Shanghai and Nankin, there

e adopted to deal with these, vhe
war h.\d begun and the populace|
seattere;

M. POINCARE AND

with Greece. The
ed Greece to maderate her
response to the accom

“Ostasiatischer Lloyd."

shown in the 8
great.
The street traffic is in general A
much more lively than
dags, but it is somewhat gmm in
the immediate vicinity of the Lower

KING FERDINAND ABROAD.
Berlin, Oct. 5.

l_l

House, where the clection is taking

THE SIMPLE LIFE.
A DEMOCRATIC PRESIDEN
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s, S

From  Our

12,
President Pmncm is giving fur-
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) extremists in

REBEL
REFUGEES,

POSITION OF SHANGHAIL
BOMB TERRORISTS.

THE CHAPEI QUESTION AGAIN.

The tragedy of the recent bomb
explosion in Haskell Road has been

50 far cleared up that the question
b s ndbd it wee i
no longer in doubt. It is certainly
exposing that person (o further
risk to publish his name.  But
with this discovery and in
view of other information, the
suggestion—as yet hardly l':nng
enough to be called a
arises that the bomb has entered
the arena of local as opposed to
national polities.

To show the bearing of the Has-
kell Road tragedy upon this very ser.
ious question it is, perhaps, better
first. to  mention an opinion ex-

pressed by a man generally well
informed on these subjects.

This man, a Chinese, states that

at the present moment & number|
of the prominent residents in
Chapei are in fear of their lives
from bombs, which they believe sre
manufectured, or at least mani-
pulated, in the Settlement. Their
fear arises ot from their actions in
the field of national politics, but
local affairs.

Towards tho end of July, it will
be remembered, residents of C
addressed  to  the imal
Counsl ' et ettt %6 the
protection of the northern suburb.

t is suggested that by signing this
letéer, these men have b:ought
upon themselves the wrath of the
the  district,—and
“|among these are the dealers
v |bomb, who have made the refugee|
question of 5o great importance
the well being SF tho Settlement.

Now to come to what happened
at Huskell Rond,
¥he Bomb That Palled.

This tragedy as already stated has
now been definitely connected with
a well known local resident. The
deccased meant to despatch the

“|bomb to this man, enclosed in a

package of Chinese books; in fact

the books were tied up into a par-|;

cel and in the centre was a_cavity

far the vecentinn af the hamh.
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Here meetings are said to take place
after dark, and what they are all
about nobody ever hears.

ANOTHER BOMB FOUND.

Discovery in a Lodging .
In view of the position detailed!
above, a discovery le the)|

police yesterday of another bomb in
a lodging house, has peculiar
portance. This bomb was of such a
size that had it cxploded it might
have wrought the greatest havoc.

Acting upon information they had
received, the police in the course of
n., morning visited the building

No. 13 Wuhu Road, n type
lodginghouse in this  narrow
thoroughfare in the Loura distrit,
and made inguiries for & man who

had been living there. They were
informed that for some days he had

but no one could|;
sive any information s to his
whereabouts.

In the circumstances tho police [
entered his room, and upon opening
one of the boxes found a bomb in
side. Tt was made of iron, and was

pearshaped. being six or eight in
ches in length and at its widest part
At

about four inches in diameter.
the base, or thick end,
o nd
«,.m.x iy s
thin end, was an iron eyelet or loop,
by means of which it could be sus-
pended. From its shape it could|™
readily be deduced that it had been
construeted for throwing, as tl
tonator wan a1 the heaxy end, which
by foren ot geailition would first
strike the e

7 v e B——

the police, who are investigating
its presence in the  lodging-house.
Tn company with it was a collection
of documents, showing that the late|
occupant of the room was an active|
revolutionary.

QUIET IN SOUTH HU:
General Desirs for Peace.

AN.

From Our Own Correspandent.
Chenchow (Hunan) Sep. 23.

A fine harvest has been gathered
this year, though the late rice suffer-
ed from excessive rains.

The disturbances in other parts
of the country have caused little or
no stir her. Crops are good, busi
ness fair, and the masses have no

MONUMENTS

DESECRATING THE

INCREASING

THE NEED OF PROTECTION.

OF CHINA,
VES OF LUNGMEY.

VANDALISM.

To the Editor of the
““ NorTa-CrrNa Daiy News.”
S1r,—1 desire to call the atten-
tion of yourself and of your readers

to the
coming from Paris; Paris
dressmaker, Poiret, bought a most
important early Tang or late Wei
stone figure over life size and keeps|

in Paris.” The storv runs that the
lives of fvo (some wy nine) Chi

were sacrificed in getting it
away from Honan Province.
far ‘as 1 can make out it did not

re-
produce it in his report. It lay for
a year in the cellar of the Wagons-
Lits Hotel (Peking) before it was|
finally taken away, and the dealer,
who arranged for its theft was not
the one who eventually agreed to
tho price wked by the  Chinese

nt.

Agents for the West.

“Last spring, in the special ex-
hibition at the Cernussi Museam
in Paris were some dozen or more
important stone heads, many  of|
them showing recent fractures, and

ne most important_life-sized re-
Hel of North Wel times,  <leatly
showing where it had been recent.
Iy cut from the rock, all of which
had como to Paris  within two
years. Most of them had not been
in the country a year. They were
got by the various rich dealers who
have Chinese agents in the interior
whose methods they do nat inquire
intotos particularly.”

Following this report from Paris
1 have received an account by word

what i going on there,
Rohbers and Visitors.

“This visitor made the journey

| Lungmen from Honanfu_abour

to,

ing a:
been drivon a ¢ widiers who

. The railroad engineers have been

Hig—

were stzioned there in a body. On

FFITHESORA S EEE

following ~ communication | *1"

it in the private part of his shop|

So| cient China,

In the view of competent judges,
China is the most beautiful and
valuable archwological field in the
world, and none of its ancient trea-
wes are held in more esteem than
those o Lusgmen. - They are sfuat-

in a limestone mountain defile
Shout. fen miles south of Honsato
at the southern entrance to a valley

valley lies the !il. of a once prosper-
ous and_populous city, Lolang, one
of the fineet of the capitals of an-
i t completeiy
obliterated. The fow things that ro.

- | main to tell the story of this ancient

world suggest that great wealth and
artistic talent were lavished upon
palaces and temples, and the re-
mains of this work at Lungmen are
in danger of complete destruction.
A Wealth of Temples.

There are hundreds of _grottoes
and temples of all sizes, from just
ittle niches in

s not been excelled anywhere in
China. Some of the painted relief
work of the Tang Dynasty still re-
tains its original colour in @ wonder-
ful state of preservation.

Lungmen has been visited by
many distinguinhed aschmlogits of
d much has

been written. about it, Chavannes,
the French Sinologue, having devot-
ed to it an extensive work in several
parts. Among other descriptions of
e place, one of much interest was
written last year by Mrs. Ayscough
for the Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society.  Though there are many
other places of great interest to
archwologists, there are none to
compare L i
wealth of magnificent _decorative
art. 'he cave temples of Szechua
and numerous colowi in * Shang

Shensi, Szechuan, Yunnan, and Fo-
Kien proviaces ave of great historic
d ic value, and

A n
Iy subject to the hand of van-

Aftermath of War.

An
. The gathering of Chinese curios
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